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their long-established trade. In the struggle for su-
premacy the Arabs fought to the death, and they were
strongly supported in their cause by the Grand Turk and
the Soldan of Cairo, both of whom were deeply inter-
ested in preventing the trade of India from being diverted
from its long-established channels through their respective
territories. The Arabs, whose trade was a source of con-
siderable profit to the native rulers of India, also intrigued
with those Princes for the exclusion of the Portuguese from
their territories. In this they were in many cases for a
time successful, and with none to a greater extent than
with the Zamorin of Calicut, then the most powerful
potentate of the Malabar Coast. The capture of Goa by
the Portuguese also forced the Adil Khan to offer the
most strenuous opposition to them, and to throw in his
lot with the Moors or Arabs, whose influence with the
King of Cambay induced him, too, to resist the estab-
lishment of Portuguese trading stations in his dominions.

The hostility of the Arabs and natives of India to the
Portuguese pretensions in the East, which was caused
primarily by a desire to retain the control of that trade
which had for several centuries so enriched all who had a
share in it, was also greatly increased by the inhuman
barbarities too often resorted to by the Portuguese in
order to crush their opponents and to drive them from the
Indian seas. The destruction of defenceless towns, the
indiscriminate murder of their opponents, and the whole-
sale piracy openly practised on the high seas in the name
of a civilised nation, naturally enough raised a spirit of
opposition and retaliation on the part of those whose
interests and lives were so seriously menaced.

But, whilst the means employed to destroy the Arab
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